
Prevent Ice Dams
Stay safe by  being prepared.

We’re here to help.

Amica.com Amica’s mobile app 800-242-6422

Source: IBHS.org

Ice dams are ridges of 
ice that build up along 
eaves and prevent 
water from draining 
off of your roof. 
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Ice dams form 
when heat from 
inside your 
home enters 
the attic due 
to inadequate 
insulation and 
warms the roof.

The snow on your roof 
melts and runs down 
toward the eaves. As 
temperatures drop, the 
melted snow refreezes 
at the edge, often 
backing-up from the 
gutter, forming an  
ice dam.

The ice dam can 
block more melted 
snow from draining, 
pressuring it up the 
roof slope, under 
the shingles and 
into your house.

Interior leaks 
can damage your 
insulation, ceilings, 
walls and floors. 
They can also 
cause mold if any 
wet areas aren’t 
properly dried out.
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LEARN MORE
Know your insurance coverage 
and where to find your policies.

Download the Home 
Check by AmicaTM 

app to keep these and 
other preparedness 

tasks organized.

Insulate your attic.

When it snows, 
remove the ice 
and snow from 
your roof and 
eaves by carefully 
raking it with a roof 
rake (only if you 
have a one-story 
house). Better yet, 
hire a qualified 
snow removal 
professional.
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Put weather stripping 
around entryways to  
the attic.
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Insulate light fixtures in 
the ceiling, and seal attic 
ducts, chimneys and fans 
to minimize heat entering 
from your home.

Keep all drains, gutters 
and downspouts free of 
debris and vegetation so 
water can flow through 
them properly.

When building a new 
home or replacing a roof, 
install an ice and water 
shield under the shingles. 
The extra protection is 
worth the investment.
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Remove the ice and snow from 
your roof and eaves by carefully 
raking it with a roof rake, or hire a 
licensed professional to remove it.

Review our 
Homeowner’s 

Checklist for 
Water and Flood 

Damage Cleanup.

Contact us as soon 
as possible to 
report any damage 
and file a claim.
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https://www.amica.com/
https://www.amica.com/en/home-check-by-amica.html
https://www.amica.com/customers/login
https://www.thisoldhouse.com/insulation/21018131/read-this-before-you-insulate-your-attic
https://www.thisoldhouse.com/lighting/21195440/how-to-insulate-around-recessed-led-fixtures
https://www.pathwaysbyamica.com/6-steps-for-safely-cleaning-gutters/
https://www.amica.com/en/products/flood-insurance/the-homeowners-checklist-for-water-and-flood-damage-cleanup.html
https://www.amica.com/customers/claims/fnol/intro
https://www.thisoldhouse.com/roofing/21017660/how-to-get-rid-of-ice-dams

