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Safety through technology
Ways to make your car safer and 
your home more secure
Today’s world is all about having 
the latest and greatest gadgets. The 
newest electronic trends for vehicles 
and homes can help keep you safe
and your property protected.

We’ve highlighted some of the features 
to keep an eye out for, so that you 
know all of your options when it comes 
to securing your vehicle and home.

For your vehicle
If you’re in the market for a new or 
used car, you’ll likely see a variety of 
safety and warning systems – in fact, 
many of them now come standard. 
The Association for Safe International 
Road Travel estimates that road crashes 
cost the U.S. $230 billion per year, or 
approximately $800 per person.

You can help ensure your safety by 
familiarizing yourself with the available 
security features and opting to include 
some in your vehicle. Here are some 
of the most common auto safety 
systems:

Forward collision warning
A forward collision warning system 
detects vehicles and other objects 
ahead of you. If the system calculates 
that you are too close, or approaching 
at too fast a speed, it will warn you of 
an impending collision. 

Blind spot warning
Blind spot detectors rely on sensors 
in the rear (and sometimes front) 
bumpers of your car. They will detect 
when another vehicle is in your blind 
spot and provide visual and auditory 
warnings for your safety.

Lane departure warnings
Lane departure warning systems alert 
drivers of unintentional lane shifts by 
tracking the car’s position in relation 
to lane markings. More advanced 
systems can automatically apply 
braking and steering to specific wheels 
to help the car stay in the lane.

These are just a few of many options 
for car monitoring and safety systems. 
It’s important to be familiar with the 
latest in auto technology to make 
informed purchases and understand all 
of your options when purchasing 
a vehicle.

For your home 
Recent advancements in home 
technology use various sensors to 

monitor your home. From motion to 
moisture to heat, sensors can help alert 
homeowners to floods and fires, even 
when they’re away. The sensors can 
also automate some processes, like 
shutting off a water main when they 
detect moisture. Here are some 
common sensors you can install in 
your home:

Moisture sensors
Moisture sensors are useful for moni-
toring areas of your house that could 
be heavily impacted by water damage. 
They can serve as an early alert system 
for potential flooding, helping to avoid 
or minimize damage. 

Door sensors
Door sensors can be used in many 
ways to help protect valuables and 
keep loved ones safe. If a door, 
cabinet or gate is left open, the sensor 
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Self-service options for Amica.com 
and Amica Mobile 
We’re always looking for ways to 
help serve you better – and adding 
features to Amica.com and Amica 
Mobile is one of them. Below is a 
list of many features we offer, so 
you can choose which option works 
best for you. 

On Amica.com, our mobile website 
(m.amica.com) and our mobile app, 
you can:

	 •	 Pay	your	bill	with	same-day		
  payments  
	 •	 View	your	payment	transaction	history
	 •	 Track	your	claim	status	and	claim	payments
	 •	 Contact	Roadside	Assistance	

You can file a claim on both Amica.com and our mobile app, and 
our mobile app has the following added features: 
 
	 •	 Creating	a	homeowners	inventory
	 •	 Scheduling	maintenance	reminders	
	 •	 Accessing	auto,	glass	and	home	repair	services	through		
  Amica’s network

Based on customer requests, we’ve added a few new features to 
Amica.com too – a streamlined process for filing glass claims, and 
more details for the status of home claims. 

By logging in to your Amica.com account, you can view your policy 
and claims documents, forms and endorsements. Plus, you can 
enroll and unenroll in e-policy, e-bill, claims direct deposit and 
automatic payments. When you sign up for both e-policy and e-bill, 
you can take advantage of our e-discount and save even more on 
your policy.

If you don’t have an account already, visit Amica.com today to sign 
up and take advantage of our many online and mobile offerings! 

Auto
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will trigger and alert the homeowner. 
This system is especially helpful for a 
garage door or entrance to a pool.

Smart smoke detectors
The new smart smoke detectors 
function as heat, smoke, carbon 
dioxide and carbon monoxide sensors 
all wrapped into one unit. They can be 
temporarily silenced during false alarms, 
like when cooking, to eliminate the 
unsafe practice of removing batteries 
from your smoke detector.

These sensor and alert systems are 
often inexpensive and easy to use, 
and they provide peace of mind to 
homeowners – you can keep an eye 
on your home from anywhere and 
lessen possible damages.

Whether you’re shopping for a new car 
or looking to upgrade your home, it’s 
important to know what your options 
are. Amica encourages you to research 
these systems and the available 
technology so that you can make 
informed and beneficial purchases.



Collision and other than 
collision (comprehensive)

Do you know the difference between 
collision and other than collision 
coverage? They both cover many of 
the potential damages to your car, 
but have different roles when you 
file a claim. 

   Collision coverage provides 
protection for your car when it 
collides with another car, or if 
your vehicle overturns or rolls. 
It also covers damage caused 
by stationary objects like trees, 
fire hydrants, guardrails or 
even a house.

   Other than collision covers 
many other types of damage, 

including theft, fire, vandalism, 
contact with an animal and, in 
some states, damage to your 
windshield.

Protecting your personal 
property
 

Knowing how much coverage you 
need for your personal property can 
be tricky, but we have some tips that 
can help you make the right choice. 
Coverage may differ depending on 
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Amica has a lot to offer our 
customers, but you may not know 
all of the benefits available to you 
through your policy, coverages and 
self-service features. Below is an over-
view of our helpful Did You Know 
videos – to watch the full videos, 
please visit our YouTube channel by 
scanning this QR code.

Discounts*

Did you 
know?
From policy coverages to 
insurance options, we’re 
offering the inside scoop

You can also visit 
youtube.com/user/ 

AmicaMutualInsurance

E-discount
Sign up to receive your policies 
and your bills electronically, and 
we’ll give you a discount! All of 
your information will be in one 
location, on Amica.com, and you 
won’t have to worry about 
keeping track of paper policies 
and bills.

Auto + Home 
Save up to 15% when you combine 
Auto + Home with Amica.

Student away at school
Back to school season is here – if 
your child is a full-time student away 
at school without a vehicle, you may 
qualify for a lower rate. 

Good student 
Do you have a good student in the 
house? Student drivers in your house-
hold with a grade average of B or 
above are typically eligible for savings.

 

*Discounts not available in all states.

These are just a few of the many discounts we offer – to learn about more, please visit Amica.com. 
You can always call us at 800-242-6422 to see what’s available in your state.



Home

Prepare your home
for the winter ahead
With winter weather right around the corner, now is the time to get 
your home and property ready. Here are some tips from Amica and 
the Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety (IBHS):

  Walk around your house and note anything that needs to 
be secured or repaired – from missing shingles to broken 
window panes.

  Clean gutters and downspouts, and remove any broken tree 
limbs and branches.

  Take down all screens and 
replace them with storm 
windows. Make sure doors 
and windows have proper 
seals around them to 
prevent cold air from 
entering your home.

  Drain garden hoses, bring 
them inside and turn off 
water to outside faucets.

  Make sure your attic is 
well-ventilated and insu-
lated to help prevent ice 
dams. The warmer your attic, the less likely it is that refreez-
ing will occur on your roof.

  Use caulking to seal cracks and holes in outside walls and the 
foundation.

  If your home will be unoccupied during the winter, make sure 
to drain the water system and have someone check on your 
home periodically.

“Taking a few simple steps this fall can help make sure that your 
home is safe through the winter,” said Bryan Cook, senior assistant 
vice president in sales and client services.

It’s also a good idea to stock up now on shovels, sand and 
non-corrosive ice melt. And if you have a snow blower, check to 
make sure it’s working before the first snowfall.

whether you have a house or condo 
or rent an apartment. Keep the 
following tips in mind:
 
   To inventory your home, 

walk through each room and 
consider things like furniture, 
clothing, pots and pans, drapes 
and towels. Amica’s mobile 
app has a home inventory 
feature that you can use to 
help keep track of your 
personal property. 

   Secure extra coverage for 
high-value items, like jewelry, 
watches and furs. 

   Take pictures of each room, 
and keep receipts for high-
value items. Store duplicates 
of this information in a safe 
place, or electronically, so that 
you can recover it if needed.

Plus, we have other videos that offer 
tips to keep your car and home safe 
throughout the year. When you visit 
our YouTube page, you’ll find tips 
on car maintenance, cooking safety, 
fireplace safety and more.

We’re always adding new videos, so 
be sure to check back for the latest 
tips and information.
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Life is an exciting journey. Whether 
you’re providing for a young family 
or planning for retirement, consider 
these tips to help protect your loved 
ones through some of the most 
significant life stages.

Starting Your Career

The average American will hold 
11 jobs in a lifetime.¹

When you’re just starting out, you 
may think you don’t need life 
insurance. But the younger and 
healthier you are, the less expensive 
life insurance is – and it will help 
you create a foundation to build 
upon later in life. Keep in mind that 
employer-provided life insurance 
typically provides coverage of one 
to two times your annual salary. By 
adding non-employer life insurance, 
you will have coverage even if you 
lose employer-provided coverage.

Newlywed

41% of shoppers say that certain 
life events, like getting married, 
motivated them to shop for life 
insurance.²

You and your spouse now share 
everything, and when each spouse 
has life insurance, it helps protect 
both spouses’ financial futures 
should one pass away. You can 
purchase both term and whole life 
insurance to help address your 
income protection and final expense 
needs.

Home Sweet Home

The average American mortgage 
is $222,261.³

When buying a home, you need to 
make sure your family is protected 
with life insurance. Evaluate any 
existing coverage to ensure your 
family can make the mortgage 
payments without your income. If 
purchasing term insurance, make 
sure that the term period and 
coverage amount are at least enough 
for your mortgage loan.

Family Additions

It costs approximately $245,340 
to raise a child for 18 years and 
that doesn’t include the cost of 
college.4

When on a budget, term insurance 
can help provide affordable 
protection. To determine how much 
coverage is right for you, consider 
an amount at least equal to seven 
to 10 times your annual income.5 
You should also consider costs for a 
mortgage and college educations.

Raising a Growing Family 
 
A stay-at-home parent works 94 
hours a week and would earn 
$113,568 annually.6

Whether you’re a stay-at-home 
parent or one who works outside the 
home, it’s important to make sure 

your life insurance policy covers 
your growing family’s needs. To 
meet these needs, consider coverage 
for your income and the cost of the 
domestic services you provide. If 
you were to pass away, expenses 
like childcare may increase. Term 
life insurance can help provide 
protection until your children reach 
an age of financial independence.

Planning for College

The average 
cost of 
one year 
at a public, 
four-year 
university 
was 
$16,789 as 
of 2012.7

The cost 
of college 
continues 
to rise. If 
you plan on providing financial 
support for your children’s college 
educations, term insurance can help. 
Make sure the term period is at least 
the expected length of time until 
the last child graduates, and that 
the coverage amount is at least the 
amount of the college costs or school 
loans.
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Your Life 
Journey
How your 
life insurance 
needs change



 

Life

Common life insurance misconceptions
Here are a few things about 
life insurance that people often 
misunderstand – and reasons why 
having the right coverage is so 
important.

1. There is no need for life 
insurance once my kids are 
educated and out of the 
house.

  If you’re still working, you 
need to protect the income 
you and your spouse rely 
on. With more Americans 
age 55-64 carrying their 
mortgage and other debt 
into retirement, having life 
insurance now and during 
retirement can help protect 
your spouse from financial 
hardship in the event of your 
unexpected passing.

 

Planning for Retirement

Fewer than three in 10 Americans 
plan to retire before the age of 
65.8 

If you’re working later in life, you 
need to make sure your income 
is protected. When caring for 
younger and older generations, life 
insurance can help ensure they get 
the protection they need, should 
the unexpected happen to you. It 
can also help your family pay for 
mortgage debt if you carry it into 
retirement. Additionally, having 
individually-purchased life insurance 
ensures that if you lose employer-
provided life insurance in retirement, 
you still have coverage in place.
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Call 800-234-5433 or visit 
LifewithAmica.com to learn more 
about the life insurance options 
Amica Life offers, no matter where 
you are in life’s journey.

¹ U.S. Bureau of Labor and Statistics – National 
Longitudinal Survey, July 2012 

² LIMRA, September 2013, Facts About Life 2013 

³ LendingTree – Average Closed Home Loan 
Amount, December 2011
4 Money.CNN.com, 2014
5 The American Council of Life Insurers (ACLI), 
2014
6 Salary.com, 2013
7 U.S. Department of Education, National Center 
for Education Statistics – Digest of Education 
Statistics, 2012, December 2013
8 The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research – Working Longer: Older 
Americans’ Attitudes on Work and Retirement, 
2013

2. Regardless of my health, 
life insurance becomes too 
expensive once I reach my 
50s.

  Life insurance rates are based 
largely on age and health 
status, and typically get 
more expensive as you age. 
However, thanks to advances 
in healthcare, people are 
leading more active lives 
and living longer than ever, 
resulting in rates being more 
affordable today than they’ve 
ever been. In fact, according 
to LIMRA,* consumers 
overestimate the cost of life 
insurance by up to two times 
its actual cost!

 3. The life insurance policy 
provided by my employer is 
enough to meet my needs. 

  

  A good rule of thumb is to 
carry coverage that’s seven 
to 10 times your annual 
income.** Employer-provided 
coverage typically provides 
only one to two times your 
annual income, and ends 
when you leave your job or 
retire. Getting your own life 
insurance policy puts you 
in control to have the right 
amount of coverage in place.

* LIMRA, 2014 Insurance Barometer Study
** The American Council of Life Insurers 
(ACLI), 2014
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3 out of 10
households don’t have 
enough life insurance*

Do you?
The more your life changes – purchasing a home, getting married or having children – the more your need 
for life insurance changes. How well have you planned for the unexpected and how well do those plans 
meet your needs today?

An easy way to find out is by calling Amica for a complimentary coverage review. You’ll speak to a life 
insurance professional who will evaluate your coverage needs based on your life today. We can help you 
make the best decision for you and your family.  

Here are a few reasons you should call:

•		 To	find	out	if	you	have	gaps	in	your	current	coverage.
•		 To	get	suggestions	on	how	to	address	any	new	insurance	needs.
•		 To	determine	if	you	qualify	for	additional	discounts	as	an	Amica 
 customer. 

Call us today at 844-607-2470.  

*LIMRA 2013 Barometer Study 
**Discount applied to auto insurance policy. Coverage options and discounts not available in all states. 

 

SAVE ON AUTO WHEN YOU 
PURCHASE LIFE.**

ASK ABOUT HOW YOU CAN


